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FIG. 7

BICYCLE FITTING
START

ADJUSTING POSITIONS OF SADDLE AND
HANDLEBAR

S1

S2 TURNING LASER EMITTING DEVICE ON

MOVING LASER EMITTING DEVICE

S3 TO INITIAL POSITION
sS4 RESETTING X- AND Y-COORDINATES
o MEASURING OPTIMUM POSITION
OF HANDLEBAR
- MEASURING OPTIMUM POSITION
OF SADDLE
s7 PLACING OBJECT BICYCLE

O
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FIG. 8

S8 CHANGING ORIENTATION
OF LASER EMITTER

S9 MOVING LASER EMITTING DEVICE
TO INITIAL POSITION

S10 RESETTING X- AND Y-COORDINATES

MOVING LASER EMITTING DEVICE

S11 TO FIRST TARGET POSITION

S12 ADJUSTING POSITION OF HANDLEBAR

313 MOVING LASER EMITTING DEVICE
TO SECOND TARGET POSITION
514 ADJUSTING POSITION OF SADDLE

BICYCLE FITTING
END
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1
LASER SPOTTING DEVICE FOR BICYCLE
FITTING AND BICYCLE FITTING SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a laser spotting device for
bicycle fitting and a bicycle fitting system.

2. Discussion of the Background

Bicycling is becoming an increasingly more popular form
of recreation as well as a means of transportation. Moreover,
bicycling has become a very popular competitive sport for
both amateurs and professionals. Whether the bicycle is used
for recreation, transportation or competition, the bicycle
industry is constantly improving the various components of
the bicycle.

In recent years, a bicycle fitting technique has been devel-
oped to improve comfort or efficient riding. With the bicycle
fitting technique, the preferable positions of the adjustable
bicycle components are measured and applied to object
bicycles. For example, laser spotting devices have been used
to measure the preferable positions or to apply the measured
preferable positions to the object bicycles.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with a first aspect of the present invention, a
laser spotting device for bicycle fitting comprises a base
member and a laser emitting device movably attached to the
base member in a first direction. The laser emitting device is
configured to emit laser beam toward a first virtual plane
which is parallel to the first direction and configured to emit
laser beam toward a second virtual plane which is parallel to
the first direction and which differs from the first virtual
plane.

In accordance with a second aspect of the present inven-
tion, the laser spotting device according to the first aspect is
configured so that the base member includes a first part and a
second part movably attached to the first part in a second
direction which is perpendicular to the first direction. The
laser emitting device is attached to the second part.

In accordance with a third aspect of the present invention,
the laser spotting device according to the first aspect further
comprises a detecting device configured to detect coordinates
of the laser emitting device from initial coordinates of the
laser emitting device.

In accordance with a fourth aspect of the present invention,
the laser spotting device according to the third aspect is con-
figured so that the detecting device is configured such that the
initial coordinates are resettable.

In accordance with a fifth aspect of the present invention,
the laser spotting device according to the first aspect is con-
figured so that the laser emitting device includes a first laser
emitter and a second laser emitter. The first laser emitter is
configured to emit laser beam toward the first virtual plane.
The second laser emitter is configured to emit the laser beam
toward the second virtual plane.

In accordance with a sixth aspect of the present invention,
the laser spotting device according to the fifth aspect is con-
figured so that the second laser emitter is configured to emit
laser beam in a direction opposite to a direction in which the
first laser emitter emits laser beam.

In accordance with a seventh aspect of the present inven-
tion, the laser spotting device according to the first aspect is
configured so that the laser emitting device includes a laser
emitter and a carrier. The laser emitter has a laser output
portion. The carrier is configured to movably attach the laser
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emitter to the base member. The carrier is configured to
change orientation of the laser output portion relative to the
carrier such that the laser emitter emits laser beam toward
each of the first virtual plane and the second virtual plane.

In accordance with an eighth aspect of the present inven-
tion, the laser spotting device according to the seventh aspect
is configured so that the carrier is configured to change the
orientation of the laser output portion between a first orien-
tation and a second orientation which is opposite to the first
orientation.

In accordance with a ninth aspect of the present invention,
a bicycle fitting system comprises the laser spotting device
according to the first aspect, and an adjustable stationary
cycling machine connected to the base member of the laser
spotting device and arranged at the first virtual plane.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete appreciation of the invention and many of
the attendant advantages thereof will be readily obtained as
the same becomes better understood by reference to the fol-
lowing detailed description when considered in connection
with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a bicycle fitting system
with a laser spotting device in accordance with a first embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a top view of the bicycle fitting system illustrated
in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a partial perspective view of the laser spotting
device illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a partial side elevational view of the laser spotting
device illustrated in FIG. 1 (first orientation);

FIG. 5 is apartial side elevational view of the laser spotting
device illustrated in FIG. 1 (second orientation);

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of the laser spotting device
illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 71is a flow chart of a method of bicycle fitting using the
bicycle fitting system illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 8is a flow chart of a method of'the bicycle fitting using
the bicycle fitting system illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 9 is a top view of a bicycle fitting system with a laser
spotting device in accordance with a second embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a partial side elevational view of the laser spot-
ting device illustrated in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of the laser spotting device
illustrated in FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is a side elevational view of a bicycle fitting system
with a laser spotting device in accordance with a third
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 13 is a partial side elevational view of the laser spot-
ting device illustrated in FIG. 12 (first orientation);

FIG. 14 is a partial side elevational view of the laser spot-
ting device illustrated in FIG. 12 (second orientation);

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of the laser spotting device
illustrated in FIG. 12;

FIG. 16 is a side elevational view of a bicycle fitting system
with a laser spotting device in accordance with a fourth
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 17 is a partial side elevational view of the laser spot-
ting device illustrated in FIG. 16;

FIG. 18 is a block diagram of the laser spotting device
illustrated in FIG. 16; and

FIG. 19 is a side elevational view of a bicycle fitting system
with a laser spotting device in accordance with a fifth embodi-
ment of the present invention.
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3
DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments will now be described with reference to
the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference numerals
designate corresponding or identical elements throughout the
various drawings.

First Embodiment

Referring initially to FIG. 1, a bicycle fitting system 10
provided for the bicycle fitting is illustrated. A two dimen-
sional coordinate system is defined with respect to the bicycle
fitting system 10. An X-direction is parallel to a horizontal
direction of the bicycle fitting system. A Y-direction is parallel
to a vertical direction of the bicycle fitting system 10. A
Z-direction is perpendicular to the X- and Y-directions (FIG.
2).

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the bicycle fitting system 10 com-
prises a laser spotting device 12 and an adjustable stationary
cycling machine 14. The laser spotting device 12 comprises a
base member 16 and a laser emitting device 18 movably
attached to the base member 16 in the X-direction and the
Y-direction (one example of the first direction). The base
member 16 includes a first part 20 and a second part 22.

The first part 20 is configured to be placed on a floor, for
example. The second part 22 is movably attached to the first
part 20 in the X-direction (one example of the second direc-
tion) which is perpendicular to the Y-direction. The second
part 22 is movable relative to the first part 20 within the
distance longer than maximum longitudinal length of the
adjustable stationary cycling machine 14 in the X-direction.

The laser emitting device 18 is attached to the second part
22. More specifically, the laser emitting device 18 is movably
attached to the second part 22 in the Y-direction. The second
part 22 extends in the Y-direction to guide the laser emitting
device 18 in the Y-direction. The laser emitting device 18 is
movable relative to the second part 22 within the distance
longer than maximum height of the adjustable stationary
cycling machine 14 in the Y-direction. Accordingly, the laser
emitting device 18 is movable relative to the first part 20 of the
base member 16 in the X-direction and the Y-direction.

The adjustable stationary cycling machine 14 is connected
to the base member 16 of the laser spotting device 12. More
specifically, the adjustable stationary cycling machine 14 is
placed on the first part 20 of the base member 16 and is
secured to the first part 20. The adjustable stationary cycling
machine 14 includes an adjustable frame 24, a crank assem-
bly 26, ahandlebar 28, and a saddle 30. The relative positions
between the crank assembly 26, the handlebar 28, and the
saddle 30 are adjustable using the adjustable frame 24.

The crank assembly 26 is attached to the adjustable frame
24 and includes a crank axle (not shown), a right crank arm
32, a left crank arm 34, a right pedal 36, and a left pedal 38.
The crank axle is rotatably attached to a bottom bracket (not
shown) of the adjustable frame 24 about a crank rotation axis
CAL. The crank rotation axis CAl can be defined as a refer-
ence point to measure the positions of the handlebar 28 and
the saddle 30. The crank rotation axis CAl is substantially
perpendicular to the X-direction and the Y-direction. In other
words, the crank rotational axis CA1 is substantially parallel
to the Z-direction. The right crank arm 32 is secured to one
end (right end) of the crank axle. The left crank arm 34 is
secured to the other end (left end) of the crank axle. The right
pedal 36 is rotatably attached to an end of the right crank arm
32. The left pedal 38 is rotatably attached to an end of the left
crank arm 34. The handlebar 28 is attached to the adjustable
frame 24. The saddle 30 is attached to the adjustable frame 24.
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4

The adjustable frame 24 is configured to adjust positions of
the handlebar 28 and the saddle 20 in X-direction and Y-di-
rection relative to the crank rotational axis CAl. Since the
adjustable frame 24 includes well known structures, they will
not be discussed in detail herein to simplify the description.

In this embodiment, the following directional terms “for-
ward”, “rearward”, “left”, “right”, “upward” and “down-
ward” as well as any other similar directional terms refer to
those directions which are determined on the basis of the rider
who sits on the saddle 30 of the adjustable stationary cycling
machine 14 with facing the handlebar 28, for example.
Accordingly, these terms, as utilized to describe the adjust-
able stationary cycling machine 14 should be interpreted
relative to the adjustable stationary cycling machine 14 as
used in an upright riding position on a horizontal surface as
illustrated in FIG. 1. The same definitions can be applied to
the other embodiments. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the forward
direction of the adjustable stationary cycling machine 14
corresponds to the positive (plus) direction of the X-direction.
The rearward direction of the adjustable stationary cycling
machine 14 corresponds to the negative (minus) direction of
the X-direction. The upward direction of the adjustable sta-
tionary cycling machine 14 corresponds to the positive direc-
tion of the Y-direction. The downward direction of the adjust-
able stationary cycling machine 14 corresponds to the
negative direction of the Y-direction.

Referring to FIG. 2, the first part 20 has a first frame 40, a
second frame 42, a third frame 44, and a fourth frame 46. The
first frame 40 extends in the X-direction. The second part 22
is movably provided on the first frame 40. The first frame 40
includes a guide rail 40a extending in the X-direction. The
guide rail 40q is configured to guide the second part 22 in the
X-direction. The second frame 42 extends in the X-direction.
The second frame 42 is spaced apart from the first frame 40 in
the Z-direction. The adjustable stationary cycling machine 14
is provided on the second frame 42. The third frame 44
extends in the Z-direction and couples one end (front end) of
the first frame 40 to one end of the second frame 42. The
fourth frame 46 extends in the Z-direction and couples the
other end (rear end) of the first frame 40 to the other end of the
second frame 42. The fourth frame 46 is spaced apart from the
third frame 44 in the X-direction.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the adjustable stationary cycling
machine 14 is arranged at a first virtual plane P1 which is
parallel to the Y-direction. More specifically, the first virtual
plane P1 is parallel to the X-direction and the Y-direction and
perpendicular to the Z-direction. Namely, the first virtual
plane P1 is substantially perpendicular to the crank rotation
axis CAl. The first virtual plane P1 is defined on the second
frame 42 of'the first part 20. As illustrated in FIG. 2, a second
virtual plane P2 is defined on an opposite side of the first
virtual plane P1 with respect to the first frame 40 of the first
part 20. The second virtual plane P2 is parallel to the Y-direc-
tion and which differs from the first virtual plane P1. More
specifically, the second virtual plane P2 is parallel to the
X-direction and the Y-direction and perpendicular to the Z-di-
rection. The second virtual plane P2 is parallel to the first
virtual plane P1 and is defined to be spaced apart from the first
virtual plane P1 in the Z-direction. An object bicycle 100 to be
fitted using the bicycle fitting system 10 can be placed on an
opposite side of the adjustable stationary cycling machine 14
with respect to the laser emitting device 18. The object
bicycle 100 is placed at the second virtual plane P2, for
example. The laser emitting device 18 is disposed between
the first virtual plane P1 and the second virtual plane P2 in the
Z-direction. The laser emitting device 18 is configured to emit
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laser beam toward the first virtual plane P1 and configured to
emit laser beam toward the second virtual plane P2.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the laser emitting device 18
includes a laser emitter 48 and a carrier 50. The laser emitter
48 has a laser output portion 52 configured to emit laser beam
along a laser emitting axis LA.

The laser emitter 48 further includes a first display 54, a
second display 56, a power switch 58, a reset button 60, and
a laser button 62. The first display 54 is configured to display
a X-coordinate of the laser emitting device 18. The X-coor-
dinate of the laser emitting device 18 is a coordinate defined
in the X-direction. The second display 56 is configured to
display a Y-coordinate of the laser emitting device 18. The
Y-coordinate of the laser emitting device 18 is a coordinate
defined in the Y-direction. The power switch 58 is configured
to be operated by the user to turn the laser emitting device 18
on or off. The reset button 60 is configured to be operated by
the user to reset the X-coordinate of the first display 54 and
the Y-coordinate of the second display 56. The laser button 62
is configured to be operated by the user to emit laser beam
from the laser output portion 52. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the laser output portion 52 starts to emit laser beam
when the laser button 62 is pressed, and the laser output
portion 52 stops emitting laser beam when the laser button 62
is pressed again. It will be apparent to those skilled in the
bicycle field that the laser emitting device 18 can have the
configuration in which the laser output portion 52 keeps emit-
ting laser beam only while the laser button 62 is pressed.

The carrier 50 is configured to movably attach the laser
emitter 48 to the base member 16. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the carrier 50 is configured to movably attach the laser
emitter 48 to the second part 22 of the base member 16 in the
Y-direction. The carrier 50 is configured to change orientation
of the laser output portion 52 relative to the carrier 50 such
that the laser emitter 48 emits laser beam toward each of the
first virtual plane P1 and the second virtual plane P2. More
specifically, the laser emitter 48 is rotatably attached to the
carrier 50 about a rotation axis AX, allowing the laser emit-
ting axis LA ofthe laser output portion 52 to direct in different
directions. The rotation axis AX is substantially parallel to the
X-direction. It will be apparent to those skilled in the bicycle
field that the carrier 50 can be provided integrally with the
laser emitter 48 as a one-piece unitary member. In such
embodiment, the laser emitter 48 is directly attached to the
second part 22 to be movable in the Y-direction and to be
rotatable about the rotation axis AX. In the illustrated
embodiment, the carrier 50 is configured to change the ori-
entation of the laser output portion 52 between a first orien-
tation T1 as shown in FIG. 4 and a second orientation T2 as
shown in FIG. 5.

At the first orientation T1 illustrated in FIG. 4, the laser
output portion 52 is disposed on a side closer to the first
virtual plane P1 with respect to the rotation axis AX. In this
state, the laser emitting axis LA extends from the laser output
portion 52 to a left direction of the Z-direction and toward the
first virtual plane P1 in the Z-direction. Accordingly, the laser
emitter 48 is disposed to emit laser beam toward the first
virtual plane P1 at the first orientation T1.

At the second orientation T2 illustrated in FIG. 5, the laser
emitter 48 is rotated 180 degrees about the rotation axis AX
relative to the carrier 50 from the first orientation T1. Namely,
the second orientation T2 is opposite to the first orientation
T1. At the second orientation T2, the laser output portion 52
is disposed on a side closer to the second virtual plane P2 with
respect to the rotation axis AX. The laser emitting axis LA
extends from the laser output portion 52 to a right direction of
the Z-direction and toward the second virtual plane P2 in the
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Z-direction. Accordingly, the laser emitter 48 is disposed to
emit laser beam toward the second virtual plane P2 at the
second orientation T2. The laser emitting device 18 has a
structure such that the laser emitter 48 is positioned at each of
the first orientation T1 and the second orientation T2. It will
be apparent to those skilled in the bicycle field that the other
orientations can be applied to the laser emitter 48 in accor-
dance with the configuration of the bicycle fitting system 10.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, the laser spotting device 12 further
includes a detecting device 64, a laser controller 66, a display
controller 68, and an orientation detector 70. The detecting
device 64 is configured to detect coordinates of the laser
emitting device 18 from initial coordinates of the laser emit-
ting device 18. More specifically, the detecting device 64
includes a first position detector 72, a second position detec-
tor 74, a first position calculator 76, and a second position
calculator 78.

The first position detector 72 includes a rotary encoder and
is attached to the baser member 16. The first position detector
72 is configured to detect, as a rotational angle, a moving
distance and a moving direction (e.g., the positive direction or
the negative direction) of the laser emitting device 18 in the
X-direction at a constant interval, for example. The first posi-
tion calculator 76 is configured to calculate the X-coordinate
of the current position of the laser emitting device 18 with
respect to a predetermined reference position based on the
rotational angle detected by the first position detector 72. The
first position calculator 76 is configured to store the latest
X-coordinate of the laser emitting device 18.

The second position detector 74 includes a rotary encoder
and is attached to the baser member 16. The second position
detector 74 is configured to detect, as a rotational angle, a
moving distance and a moving direction (e.g., the positive
direction or the negative direction) of the laser emitting
device 18 in the Y-direction at a constant interval, for
example. The second position calculator 78 is configured to
calculate the Y-coordinate of the current position of the laser
emitting device 18 with respect to the predetermined refer-
ence position based on the rotational angle detected by the
second position detector 74. The second position calculator
78 is configured to store the latest Y-coordinate of the laser
emitting device 18.

Returning to FIG. 6, the detecting device 64 is configured
such that the initial coordinates are resettable. More specifi-
cally, the first position calculator 76 is further configured to
reset the initial X-coordinate of the predetermined reference
position based on the reset signal from the reset button 60.
The second position calculator 78 is further configured to
reset the initial Y-coordinate of the predetermined reference
position based on the reset signal from the reset button 60. In
the illustrated embodiment, when the reset button 60 is
pressed by the user, the first position calculator 76 resets the
stored latest X-coordinate to be zero and the second position
calculator 78 resets the stored latest Y-coordinate to be zero.
Accordingly, the position of the laser emitting device 18 at
which the reset button 60 is pressed is set as a new reference
position to detect the current position of the laser emitting
device 18. After the reset button 60 was pressed, the first and
second position calculators 76 and 78 start to calculate the X-
and Y-coordinates of the current position of the laser emitting
device 18 with respect to the new reference position, respec-
tively.

The display controller 68 is configured to control the first
display 54 to display the latest X-coordinate stored in the first
position calculator 76. The display controller 68 is further
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configured to control the second display 56 to display the
latest Y-coordinate stored in the second position calculator
78.

The orientation detector 70 is configured to detect the
orientation of the laser emitter 48 relative to the carrier 50.
The orientation detector 70 can include a rotary encoder or a
photo sensor, for example. The orientation detector 70 is
configured to detect the first orientation T1 and the second
orientation T2 of the laser emitter 48. The display controller
68 is configured to change the orientation of the X-coordinate
displayed on the first display 54 to rotate 180 degrees while
the orientation detector 70 detects the second orientation T2.
The display controller 68 is further configured to change the
orientation of the Y-coordinate displayed on the second dis-
play 56 to rotate 180 degrees while the orientation detector 70
detects the second orientation T2. These prevent the first and
second displays 54 and 56 from displaying the X- and Y-co-
ordinates upside down.

The configurations of the laser emitting device 18 is not
limited to the configuration illustrated in FIG. 6. For example,
it will be apparent to those skilled in the bicycle field that the
first position calculator 76 and the second position calculator
78 can be provided in the laser emitter 48 as well as the laser
controller 66 and the display controller 68.

Referring to FIGS. 7 and 8, the method of fitting the bicycle
to the user using the bicycle fitting system 10 will be
described below.

In the step S1 of FIG. 7, the positions of the handlebar 28
and the saddle 30 are adjusted to be preferable for the user
using the adjustable frame 24. For example, the user (the rider
who owns the object bicycle 100 illustrated in FIG. 2) rides on
the adjustable stationary cycling machine 14. The positions of
the handlebar 28 and the saddle 30 are manually adjusted in
accordance with the user’s physical characteristics to find the
preferable positions (or the best positions) of the handlebar 28
and the saddle 30. For example, it is possible to determine the
preferable positions based on the measured output power
when the user pedals the adjustable stationary cycling
machine 14.

In the step S2, the power switch 58 is pressed to turn the
laser emitting device 18 on. When the laser emitting device 18
is turned on, initial coordinates (i.e., zero) are stored in the
first and second position calculators 76 and 78 as the initial X-
and Y-coordinates of the laser emitting device 18, respec-
tively. Furthermore, when the laser emitting device 18 is
turned on, the initial X- and Y-coordinates stored in the first
and second position calculators 76 and 78 are displayed on the
first and second displays 54 and 56, respectively. After the
initial X- and Y-coordinates of the reference position are set,
the detecting device 64 starts to detect the X- and Y-coordi-
nates of the current position of the laser emitting device 18.

In the step S3, the laser emitting device 18 is manually
moved to the reference position relative to the adjustable
stationary cycling machine 14. More specifically, the position
of the laser emitting device 18 is adjusted to be a position
corresponding to the crank rotation axis CAl. The second
part 22 is manually moved relative to the first part 20 in the
X-direction, and the laser emitting device 18 is manually
moved relative to the second part 22 in the Y-direction. This
allows the laser emitting device 18 to be moved to the desired
position. When the laser button 62 is pressed by the user, laser
beam is emitted from the laser output portion 52 of the laser
emitting device 18. In the illustrated embodiment, the laser
emitting device 18 starts to emit the laser beam when the laser
button 62 is pressed, and keeps emitting the laser beam until
the laser button 62 is pressed again. In a state where the laser
emitting device 18 is located in the first orientation T1 relative
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to the carrier 50, the laser beam is emitted from the laser
emitting device 18 toward the first virtual plane P1 (FIG. 2).
The laser emitting device 18 is moved to a position at which
the laser beam emitted from the laser emitting device 18
reaches the crank rotation axis CAl, for example.

In the step S4, the reset button 60 is pressed by the user in
a state where the laser emitting device 18 is disposed at the
position at which the laser beam emitted from the laser emit-
ting device 18 reaches the crank rotation axis CA1. When the
reset button 60 is pressed, the X- and Y-coordinates stored in
the first and second position calculators 76 and 78 are set to be
zero by the first and second position calculators 76 and 78,
respectively. This causes the crank rotation axis CAl to be set
as the reference or initial position of the laser emitting device
18.

Inthe step S5, the preferable position of the handlebar 28 is
measured using the laser emitting device 18. More specifi-
cally, the laser emitting device 18 is manually moved to a
position at which the laser beam emitted from the laser emit-
ting device 18 reaches a reference point of the handlebar 28
(e.g., a reference longitudinal axis of the handlebar 28). The
X- and Y-coordinates of the current position of the laser
emitting device 18 detected by the detecting device 64 are
displayed on the first and second displays 54 and 56, respec-
tively. The displayed X- and Y-coordinates indicate the posi-
tional relationship between the crank rotation axis CA1 and
the current position of the laser emitting device 18. The dis-
played X- and Y-coordinates are recorded by the user as the
preferable position of the handlebar 28.

In the step S6, the preferable position of the saddle 30 is
measured using the laser emitting device 18. More specifi-
cally, the laser emitting device 18 is manually moved to a
position at which the laser beam emitted from the laser emit-
ting device 18 reaches a reference point of the saddle 30 (e.g.,
an uppermost surface of the saddle 30). The X- and Y-coor-
dinates of the current position of the laser emitting device 18
detected by the detecting device 64 are displayed on the first
and second displays 54 and 56, respectively. The displayed X-
and Y-coordinates indicate the positional relationship
between the crank rotation axis CAl and the current position
of the laser emitting device 18. The displayed X- and Y-co-
ordinates are recorded by the user as the preferable position of
the saddle 30.

In the step S7, the object bicycle 100 is placed in an oppo-
site area of the adjustable stationary cycling machine 14 with
respect to the laser emitting device 18 (FIG. 2). The object
bicycle 100 is placed at the second virtual plane P2, for
example. The object bicycle 100 is so located that a crank
rotation axis CA2 of the object bicycle 100 is substantially
parallel to the Z-direction as well as the adjustable stationary
cycling machine 14.

In the step S8 of FIG. 8, the orientation of the laser emitter
48 is changed from the first orientation T1 (FIG. 4) to the
second orientation T2 (FIG. 5). The laser emitter 48 is rotated
relative to the carrier 50 about the rotation axis AX to change
the orientation of the laser emitter 48 from the first orientation
T1 to the second orientation T2. This allows the laser emitting
device 18 to emit laser beam toward the object bicycle 100
placed in the opposite area.

In the step S9, the laser emitting device 18 is manually
moved to the reference position relative to the object bicycle
100 by the user. More specifically, the position of the laser
emitting device 18 is adjusted to be a position corresponding
to the crank rotation axis CA2 of the object bicycle 100. Since
the laser emitting device 18 is located at the second orienta-
tion T2 relative to the carrier 50, the laser beam is emitted
from the laser emitting device 18 toward the object bicycle
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100. The laser emitting device 18 is moved to a position at
which the laser beam emitted from the laser emitting device
18 reaches the crank rotation axis CA2 of the object bicycle
100.

In the step S10, the reset button 60 is pressed by the user in
a state where the laser emitting device 18 is disposed at the
position at which the laser beam emitted from the laser emit-
ting device 18 reaches the crank rotation axis CA2 of the
object bicycle 100. When the reset button 60 is pressed, the
latest X- and Y-coordinates stored in the first and second
position calculators 76 and 78 are setto be zero by the first and
second position calculators 76 and 78, respectively. This
causes the crank rotation axis CA2 of the object bicycle 100
to be set as the reference or initial position of the laser emit-
ting device 18.

In the step S11, the laser emitting device 18 is manually
moved to a first target position corresponding to the prefer-
able position which has been measured in the step S5. At the
first target position, the X- and Y-coordinates displayed on the
first and second displays 54 and 56 are the same as the X- and
Y-coordinates of the preferable position of the handlebar 28.

In the step S12, a position of a handlebar 102 of the object
bicycle 100 is adjusted to be a position at which the laser beam
emitted from the laser emitting device 18 reaches a reference
point of the handlebar 102 (e.g., a reference longitudinal axis
of'the handlebar 102). This allows the position of the handle-
bar 102 of the object bicycle 100 to be adjusted to a position
corresponding to the preferable position of the handlebar 28.

In the step S13, the laser emitting device 18 is manually
moved to a second target position corresponding to the pref-
erable position which has been measured inthe step S6. At the
second target position, the X- and Y-coordinates displayed on
the first and second displays 54 and 56 are the same as the X-
and Y-coordinates of the preferable position of the saddle 30.

In the step S14, a position of a saddle 104 of the object
bicycle 100 is adjusted to be a position at which the laser beam
emitted from the laser emitting device 18 reaches a reference
point of the saddle 104 (e.g., an uppermost surface of the
saddle 104). This allows the position of the saddle 104 of the
object bicycle 100 to be adjusted to a position corresponding
to the preferable position of the saddle 30.

With the laser spotting device 12 of the first embodiment,
since the laser emitting device 18 is configured to emit laser
beam toward the first virtual plane P1 and to emit laser beam
toward the second virtual plane P2, the preferable positions of
the adjustable bicycle components can be easily measured
and applied to the object bicycle 100. It will be apparent to
those skilled in the bicycle field that the adjustable stationary
cycling machine 14 can be replaced the usual bicycles. In
such embodiment, the adjusted preferable positions of the
adjustable bicycle components of one bicycle can be easily
measured and applied to the other bicycle using the laser
spotting device 12.

Second Embodiment

A bicycle fitting system 210 in accordance with the second
embodiment will be described below referring to FIGS. 9 to
11. Elements having substantially the same function as those
in the first embodiment will be numbered the same here, and
will not be described again in detail.

Referring to FIG. 9, the bicycle fitting system 210 includes
a laser spotting device 212 and the adjustable stationary
cycling machine 14. The laser spotting device 212 includes
the base member 16 and a laser emitting device 218.
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As illustrated in FIG. 10, the laser emitting device 218
includes a laser emitter 248 and the carrier 50. Unlike the laser
emitter 48 of the first embodiment, the laser emitter 248 is
secured to the carrier 50 and is not rotatable about the rotation
axis AX. The laser emitter 248 includes a first laser emitter
252a, a second laser emitter 2525, a first laser button 2624,
and a second laser button 2625 instead of the laser output
portion 52 and the laser button 62 of the first embodiment.
The orientation detector 70 is omitted from the laser emitting
device 218 since the laser emitter 48 is secured to the carrier
50. It will be apparent to those skilled in the bicycle field that
the carrier 50 can be provided integrally with the laser emitter
248 as a one-piece unitary member.

The second laser emitter 2525 is configured to emit laser
beam in a direction opposite to a direction in which the first
laser emitter 252a emits laser beam. More specifically, the
first laser emitter 252a is configured to emit laser beam
toward the first virtual plane P1. The second laser emitter
2525 is configured to emit laser beam toward the second
virtual plane P2. The first laser emitter 252a is configured to
emit laser beam along a laser emitting axis LAl. The second
laser emitter 2525 is configured to emit laser beam along a
laser emitting axis LA2. In the illustrated embodiment, the
first laser emitter 252q and the second laser emitter 2525 are
provided integrally with each other.

As illustrated in FIG. 11, the laser emitting device 218
further includes a first laser controller 2664 and a second laser
controller 2665. The first laser controller 266a is configured
to control the first laser emitter 2524 based on the signal from
the first laser button 262a. The second laser controller 2665 is
configured to control the second laser emitter 2525 based on
the signal from the second laser button 2625. The first laser
emitter 252a starts to emit laser beam toward the first virtual
plane P1 when the first laser button 262a is pressed by the
user. The first laser emitter 252a keeps emitting laser beam
until the first laser button 262a is pressed again. The second
laser emitter 2525 starts to emit laser beam toward the second
virtual plane P2 when the second laser button 2625 is pressed
by the user. The second laser emitter 2525 keeps emitting
laser beam until the second laser button 2625 is pressed again.
It will be apparent to those skilled in the bicycle field that the
laser emitting device 218 can have the configuration in which
the first and second laser emitters 252a and 2525 keep emit-
ting laser beam only while the first and second laser buttons
262a and 2625 is pressed.

With the laser spotting device 212 of the second embodi-
ment, since the laser emitting device 218 includes the first
laser emitter 252a and the second laser emitter 2525, the
preferable positions ofthe adjustable bicycle components can
be easily measured and applied to the object bicycle 100 as
well as the laser spotting device 12 of the first embodiment. It
will be apparent to those skilled in the bicycle field that the
adjustable stationary cycling machine 14 can be replaced the
usual bicycles. In such embodiment, the adjusted preferable
positions of the adjustable bicycle components of one bicycle
can be easily measured and applied to the other bicycle using
the laser spotting device 212.

Third Embodiment

A bicycle fitting system 310 in accordance with the third
embodiment will be described below referring to FIGS. 12 to
15. Elements having substantially the same function as those
in the above embodiments will be numbered the same here,
and will not be described again in detail.

Referring to FIG. 12, the bicycle fitting system 310
includes a laser spotting device 312 and the adjustable sta-
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tionary cycling machine 14. The laser spotting device 312
includes the base member 16, a laser emitting device 318, and
a control device 390. The control device 390 is secured to an
upper end of the second part 22 of the base member 16. The
control device 390 is electrically connected to the laser emit-
ting device 318.

As illustrated in FIG. 13, the laser emitting device 318
includes a laser emitter 348 and the carrier 50. The laser
emitter 348 is rotatably attached to the carrier 50 about the
rotation axis AX as well as the laser emitter 48 of the first
embodiment. The laser emitter 348 includes the laser output
portion 52 and the laser button 62. Unlike the laser emitter 48
of the first embodiment, the first display 54, the second dis-
play 56, the power switch 58, the reset button 60, and the
display controller 68 are provided in the control device 390.

As illustrated in the FIG. 13, the laser output portion 52 is
configured to emit laser beam toward the first virtual plane P1
at the first orientation T1. As illustrated in FIG. 14, the laser
output portion 52 is configured to emit laser beam toward the
second virtual plane P2 at the second orientation T2.

Referring to FIG. 15, the laser emitter 348 further includes
the laser controller 66 configured to control the laser output
portion 52 based on the signal from the laser button 62. The
control device 390 includes the first display 54, the second
display 56, the power switch 58, the reset button 60, and the
display controller 68. The orientation detector 70 can be
omitted since the first and second displays 54 and 56 are
provided in the control device 390 secured to the second part
22.

With the laser spotting device 312 of the third embodiment,
since the laser emitting device 318 is configured to emit laser
beam toward the first virtual plane P1 and to emit laser beam
toward the second virtual plane P2, the preferable positions of
the adjustable bicycle components can be easily measured
and applied to the object bicycle 100. It will be apparent to
those skilled in the bicycle field that the adjustable stationary
cycling machine 14 can be replaced the usual bicycles. In
such embodiment, the adjusted preferable positions of the
adjustable bicycle components of one bicycle can be easily
measured and applied to the other bicycle using the laser
spotting device 312.

Fourth Embodiment

A bicycle fitting system 410 in accordance with the fourth
embodiment will be described below referring to FIGS. 16 to
18. Elements having substantially the same function as those
in the above embodiments will be numbered the same here,
and will not be described again in detail.

Referring to FIG. 16, the bicycle fitting system 410
includes a laser spotting device 412 and the adjustable sta-
tionary cycling machine 14. The laser spotting device 412
includes the base member 16, a laser emitting device 418, and
a control device 390. The control device 390 is secured to an
upper end of the second part 22 of the base member 16. The
control device 390 is electrically connected to the laser emit-
ting device 418.

As illustrated in FIG. 17, the laser emitting device 418
includes a laser emitter 448 and the carrier 50. The laser
emitter 448 is secured to the carrier 50 and is not rotatable
relative to the carrier about the rotation axis AX. The laser
emitter 448 includes the first laser emitter 252a, the second
laser emitter 2525, the first laser button 262a, and the second
laser button 2625 as well as the laser emitting device 218 of
the second embodiment. Unlike the laser emitter 248 of the
second embodiment, the first display 54, the second display
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56, the power switch 58, the reset button 60, and the display
controller 68 are provided in the control device 390.

As illustrated in FIG. 17, the first laser emitter 2524 is
configured to emit laser beam toward the first virtual plane P1.
The second laser emitter 2526 is configured to emit laser
beam toward the second virtual plane P2.

As illustrated in FIG. 18, the laser emitter 448 further
includes the first laser controller 266a and the second laser
controller 2665. The control device 390 includes the first
display 54, the second display 56, the power switch 58, the
reset button 60, and the display controller 68. The orientation
detector 70 can be omitted since the first and second displays
54 and 56 are provided in the control device 390 secured to the
second part 22.

With the laser spotting device 412 of the fourth embodi-
ment, since the laser emitting device 418 is configured to emit
laser beam toward the first virtual plane P1 and to emit laser
beam toward the second virtual plane P2, the preferable posi-
tions of the adjustable bicycle components can be easily
measured and applied to the object bicycle 100. It will be
apparent to those skilled in the bicycle field that the adjustable
stationary cycling machine 14 can be replaced the usual
bicycles. In such embodiment, the adjusted preferable posi-
tions of the adjustable bicycle components of one bicycle can
be easily measured and applied to the other bicycle using the
laser spotting device 412.

Fifth Embodiment

A bicycle fitting system 510 in accordance with the fifth
embodiment will be described below referring to FIG. 19.
Elements having substantially the same function as those in
the above embodiments will be numbered the same here, and
will not be described again in detail.

Referring to FIG. 19, the bicycle fitting system 510 com-
prises a laser spotting device 512 and an adjustable stationary
cycling machine 14. The laser spotting device 512 comprises
abase member 516 and the laser emitting device 18 movably
attached to the base member 516 in the X-direction (one
example of the first direction) and the Y-direction. The base
member 516 includes a first part 520 and a second part 522.
The first part 520 is configured to be placed on a floor, for
example. The first part 520 includes a first column 524 and a
second column 526. The first and second columns 524 and
526 extend in the Y-direction and are spaced apart from each
other in the X-direction. The second part 522 is movably
attached to the first part 520 in the Y-direction (one example of
the second direction) which is perpendicular to the X-direc-
tion. The second part 522 is movably attached to the first
column 524 and the second column 526 in the Y-direction.
The laser emitting device 18 is attached to the second part
522. More specifically, the second part the laser emitting
device 18 is movably attached to the second part 522 in the
X-direction. The second part 522 extends in the X-direction to
guide the laser emitting device 18 in the X-direction. Accord-
ingly, the laser emitting device 18 is movable relative to the
first part 520 of the base member 16 in the X-direction and the
Y-direction.

With the laser spotting device 512 of the first embodiment,
since the laser emitting device 18 is configured to emit laser
beam toward the first virtual plane P1 and to emit laser beam
toward the second virtual plane P2 as well as the first embodi-
ment, the preferable positions of the adjustable bicycle com-
ponents can be easily measured and applied to the object
bicycle 100. It will be apparent to those skilled in the bicycle
field that the adjustable stationary cycling machine 14 can be
replaced the usual bicycles. In such embodiment, the adjusted
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preferable positions of the adjustable bicycle components of
one bicycle can be easily measured and applied to the other
bicycle using the laser spotting device 512.

The term “attached” or “attaching”, as used herein, encom-
passes configurations in which an element directly attached to
another element by affixing the element is directly to the other
element; configurations in which the element is indirectly
attached to the other element via the intermediate member(s);
and configurations in which one element is integral with
another element, i.e. one element is essentially part of the
other element. This definition also applies to words of similar
meaning, for example, “joined”, “connected”, “coupled”,
“mounted”, “bonded”, “fixed” and their derivatives.

The term “comprising” and its derivatives, as used herein,
are intended to be open ended terms that specify the presence
of the stated features, elements, components, groups, inte-
gers, and/or steps, but do not exclude the presence of other
unstated features, elements, components, groups, integers
and/or steps. This definition also applies to words of similar
meaning, for example, the terms “have”, “include” and their
derivatives.

The terms “member”, “section,” “portion,” “part” or “cle-
ment” when used in the singular can have the dual meaning of
a single part or a plurality of parts.

Finally, terms of degree such as “substantially”, “about”
and “approximately” as used herein mean a reasonable
amount of deviation of the modified term such that the end
result is not significantly changed.

Obviously, numerous modifications and variations of the
present invention are possible in light of the above teachings.
It is therefore to be understood that within the scope of the
appended claims, the invention may be practiced otherwise
than as specifically described herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A laser spotting device for bicycle fitting, comprising:

a base member;

a frame connected to the base member, the frame having a
crank having a first rotational axis; and

a laser emitting device movable in a first direction and
attached to the base member, the laser emitting device
configured to emit laser beam toward the frame which is
arranged at a first virtual plane which is parallel to the
first direction, the laser emitting device configured to
emit laser beam toward a target bicycle frame having a
crank having a second rotational axis and which is
arranged at a second virtual plane which is parallel to the
first direction and the second virtual plane being spaced
apart from the first virtual plane.

2. The laser spotting device according to claim 1, wherein

the base member includes a first part and a second part
movably attached to the first part in a second direction
which is perpendicular to the first direction, and

the laser emitting device is attached to the second part.

3. The laser spotting device according to claim 1, further
comprising:

a detecting device configured to detect coordinates of the
laser emitting device from initial coordinates of the laser
emitting device.

4. The laser spotting device according to claim 3, wherein

the detecting device is configured such that the initial coor-
dinates are resettable.

5. The laser spotting device according to claim 1, wherein

the laser emitting device includes

a first laser emitter configured to emit laser beam toward
the first virtual plane, and

a second laser emitter configured to emit the laser beam
toward the second virtual plane.
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6. The laser spotting device according to claim 5, wherein
the second laser emitter is configured to emit laser beam in
a direction opposite to a direction in which the first laser
emitter emits laser beam.
7. The laser spotting device according to claim 1, wherein
the laser emitting device includes
a laser emitter having a laser output portion, and
a carrier configured to movably attach the laser emitter to
the base member, the carrier being configured to change
orientation of the laser output portion relative to the
carrier such that the laser emitter emits laser beam
toward each of the first virtual plane and the second
virtual plane.
8. The laser spotting device according to claim 7, wherein
the carrier is configured to change the orientation of the
laser output portion between a first orientation and a
second orientation which is opposite to the first orienta-
tion.
9. A bicycle fitting system comprising:
the laser spotting device according to claim 1; and
an adjustable stationary cycling machine connected to the
base member of the laser spotting device and arranged at
the first virtual plane, the adjustable stationary cycling
machine including the frame connected to the base
member.
10. The bicycle fitting system according to claim 9,
wherein
the laser emitting device is provided between the first vir-
tual plane and the second virtual plane.
11. The bicycle fitting system according to claim 9,
wherein
the base member includes a first part and a second part
movably attached to the first part in one of the first
direction and a second direction which is perpendicular
to the first direction,
the frame is connected to the first part, and
the laser emitting device is movably attached to the second
partin another of the first direction and the second direc-
tion.
12. The bicycle fitting system according to claim 11,
wherein
the laser emitting device is provided between the first vir-
tual plane and the second virtual plane in a third direc-
tion perpendicular to each of the first direction and the
second direction.
13. The bicycle fitting system according to claim 11,
wherein
the first rotational axis is substantially parallel to a third
direction perpendicular to each of the first direction and
the second direction.
14. The bicycle fitting system according to claim 9,
wherein
the adjustable stationary cycling machine includes a first
crank assembly rotatably attached to the frame about the
first rotational axis.
15. The laser spotting device according to claim 1, wherein
the laser emitting device is provided between the first vir-
tual plane and the second virtual plane.
16. The laser spotting device according to claim 1, wherein
the base member includes a first part and a second part
movably attached to the first part in one of the first
direction and a second direction which is perpendicular
to the first direction, and
the laser emitting device is movably attached to the second
partin another of the first direction and the second direc-
tion.
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17. The laser spotting device according to claim 16,
wherein
the laser emitting device is provided between the first vir-
tual plane and the second virtual plane in a third direc-
tion perpendicular to each of the first direction and the 5
second direction.
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